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Abstract:

The safety of drinking water is evaluated by the results obtained from faecal indicators during the stipulated
controls fixed by the legislation. However, drinking-water related iliness outbreaks are still occurring
worldwide. The failures that lead to these outbreaks are relatively common and typically involve preceding
heavy rain and inadequate disinfection processes. The role that classical faecal indicators have played in the
protection of public health is reviewed and the turning points expected for the future explored. The
legislation for protecting the quality of drinking water in Europe is under revision, and the planned
modifications include an update of current indicators and methods as well as the introduction of Water
Safety Plans (WSPs), in line with WHO recommendations. The principles of the WSP approach and the
advances signified by the introduction of these preventive measures in the future improvement of dinking
water quality are presented. The expected impact that climate change will have in the quality of drinking
water is also critically evaluated. © 2010 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
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Resource Description

Early Warning System: ™

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Food/Water Quality, Precipitation
Food/Water Quality: Pathogen
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Freshwater

Geographic Location: @
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resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Europe
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease
Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease
Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Timescale: @
time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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